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It I8 & good thing to be practical, even In
matters which do not drive at practice, but seem

to belong to the most whimsleal spheres of ex-
]

{stence. The collecting of hooks, for example,
doubtless seems to many people a thing with
which practicallty has nothiig te do, We col-

lect books 1 e wa jlove them, or we are
supposed to co t for that reanon, and practi-

callty has alwaye =eemedd antithetieal to sentl-

ment. Yet a good bonk nesds tn be Mept as
carefully as a horse. A horss needs good sta-
bliing and grooming, a book needs good housing
and carsful treatment. Thias (dea !s expanded
Into A very wige lttle book by Mr. Arthur T.
Humphreys He says In his preface that for
many years he has had cpportunitles of |n-

specting and reporting upon eollections of haoks
in numerous country houses, and he la driven to
observe that the condltion of hooks In the
greater number of those houses is chaotle. He
has fonnd that a man nuras his blevels
with the tenderest cnre and leave his books in
the hands of servants who would as soon put a
valuable dnding within t2n Inchea of an open
fire as git donwn to thelr dinner. To warn eol-
lectors against such things Mr. Hum ‘s haa
written “Thsa FPriva Library,” satt forith
all the litle details tn which a man who Joves
bosks will be part! enrsful Wa will
taks for exampls, his little homlily on damp.
This. he

(i}

will

e

v

ulnrky

says, means runation,
16 the paper than to the binding, though bath
guffer. Thamp is causrd, wa ara tald, through
lack of fires or warmth: through ton many sides
of a room helng expcsed to the elements without
having the walls hattansd; throngh the coming
of a thaw just afrer a frost, and through gas.
The remedy for damip 8 obvious. Keep your
Hhrary at an temuerature, “‘Tha surest
Way 1o prezerve wr books,"” obmerves Mr.
Blades, a distinguls) v! authority, "Is to treat
them as you would your own children, who are
Fure to sicken If in an atmosphers
which {5 Impure, too hot, too cold, tes damp or
ton dry."

We are glad to see tant Mr. Humphreys ad-

P

ronfined

maore, perhaps, |

vizes that best of all expedients for the preserva
tion of books, what might he I#d an annual
book-cisaning. A good ddal of harm comes to
books that are ieft standing for a long time
without careful dusting, and especially when
they are :'u =3 tizhtly Into the sheives, When
ook, e gure to gat the dust off, not
12cs. 1 mildew or damp s discove
ered, wipe it pway, and 1ot the book stand apen
for some days in a vers spot, though 1ot in
front of a fire. In fact, the whole soeret of pre-
gerving a lbrary les in moderation. You must
treat books gently, lovingly: nevar clean them |
in a hu nor with top snargetic a hand, Mr
Humphreys gives one charming lttle list of
i juote them as follows:
a paper-knifa until 1t has the

1t honks sx>spt with a proaper {vory

paper 1.1 fre
“It s ruination to A gond book not to cut It
the corners,
n ths leavea nf hanks Aown. Par-
t turn the leavea of books printed
on plate paper

"If you are In the hahit of lending books, do
not mark These two gcts together con-
BHituta an aot of ind!s i

1 g a book than to lend it
t T i1t nage or half-titls;
ne
- es for i $
ONKS were ¥ 4} r cushlines, nor were
they meant to b roasted - a fire"

Mr. Hum EYS SURES that *s¢ maxims
may he nied by heart, or. if preferred, can
be L by ¢ We fancy that a
great many collectors w ga on purchasing
them by experto but ' Mr s
Hitle volume e em in tima 1hey may
learn the error of thelr ways. His book 13 prac-
tical fr ver Lo cove hough here and

there are 1 «h spealt of the
ar ~ conereta hook to

ths charm

1 this: remains a
work of sall Lt
Ar. Grow = Stud of American Book
Clubs" {8 ane of t I vonnpilations of
bblographical | h hiive seen
ina long tn ) § Wil cume un
& surprisa. The Groller Club s well known to-
day, the nat I t not un-
ore i Beveri hir lwoakish
ha vod ' fal Ide ropii-
BL * o omany
' ning with
the Jun hich was founded in
delphian by Redfamin Fracklin and his m-
paniong. early in the It is a far
ery from the miaeu % | a undir the au
spices of the Junt « ox 14y, 1rea 829
are lgsued nowast foir n rd of o
like the Graller, Lo spivit of the | W
was ot work ir me as it ds pow, amd
My tirowoll enunierates smeors ¢ forgotion on-
terprises over which the eollectar ecantot but
grow ‘enthusins: A good Wleal of curlous and
usefis] work haa liern dane by American bonk
clube, And In many cases their 1 rere pubi-
catlens coutain material not accessibile in &ny
gther form. Auth vie alwavs had a tendep
piz2e in thelr hearts for book ciu anil thera
is more than one Instance of n o« 8 having
gecured delightful lttle putoblographical em
bellishments for 1ts publlications, For example

the Book Fellowa Club, of this 2ity, tn 1553
published an editlon of Frederlick Locker's
“london Lyrics,” with lilustrations by Run-
dolph Caldecott, Kate Creenaway and §3 nd

Locker wrote for this ceditlon the full
Versos. .
Ol! for the poet volce that swells

To lofty truths nobile curses;
1 erly wear th and bells,

And yul some tears ate 1Y Vérsea,
Baftly T trill my sparrow yreed,

Pleased H e should light and twitter,
Humbiy 1 lay It wn 1o heed

A critlc or a sle-fitier

In two or three coplas of this
further wrote som 3 concoelts,
exaraple, ke put this 4dlsiich

What fife 1a to lyra
Is Locker to Pryor.

Mr. Growoll's bo
for everybody,
end 1tself to colle

fur

In one,

Ik makes charming reading
we think it will especia
tors g & work of record,

but

¢
for the brief rocord of each cluly f2 followed by a
bibliography of {12 |L.-‘.. wttons. Finally, this
volume, which Is Issyed 'n & limited and aum
bered edition, is printed exquisitely and bound

in the most perfect taste

Mr. Wilam Carew Hazllite
suished name, and in his “Confessions of &

bears a distin-

book Mr. Logker |
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